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attend classes and finish their educations. 
These are just two examples of the many acts 
of generosity and kindness he performed for 
the citizens of Baytown. He also served as 
board chair for the Baytown Museum and 
served on the boards of the American Diabe-
tes Association, the Lee College Foundation, 
the Hospice Advisory, and the Texas Exes of 
Baytown, receiving several awards from these 
organizations in recognition of his service. 

Honored as the 1999 Baytown Sun Citizen 
of the Year and the 2001 ExxonMobil Refiner 
of the Year, Mr. Tucker was best known for 
his uncanny fundraising abilities, his excep-
tionally happy demeanor, and his dedication to 
his family, especially his wife Jane. 

He will be greatly missed by the citizens of 
Baytown and all those who knew him, and I 
ask that you remember the Tucker family in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Arthur Neil-
son, a proud veteran who served during both 
World War II and the Korean War. 

Within two days of the Japanese bombing of 
Pearl Harbor, Mr. Neilson volunteered to serve 
and defend America. During his eight years in 
the Marines, Mr. Neilson served in the Solo-
mons, Bismarck Island and the Philippines. 

Following his retirement from the Marines in 
1949, Mr. Neilson once again answered the 
call to duty and volunteered to join the Army 
in 1950. Deployed to Korea, Mr. Neilson was 
wounded by North Korean soldiers during a 
gun battle. Hiding in a foxhole and covered 
only by a tarp, Mr. Neilson hid from the ap-
proaching North Korean troops and the mas-
sive snowfall that enveloped his hiding spot. 

Suffering from the gunshot wound and frost-
bite, Mr. Neilson was eventually saved by 
passing American troops. For his sacrifices 
over his twenty-five year military career, some 
of Mr. Neilson’s awards include the Purple 
Heart, three Bronze Stars and the Combat In-
fantryman Badge. 

I know that Mr. Neilson’s wife of more than 
50 years, Joyce, and their four children are 
extremely proud of the career and accomplish-
ments of Mr. Neilson. They have traveled 
throughout the world with him and have been 
at his side when he has been recognized with 
many awards for a job well done. 

Mr. Speaker, true American heroes like Ar-
thur Neilson should be honored for their serv-
ice to our Nation and for their commitment and 
sacrifices in battle. They are truly part of 
America’s greatest generation. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Bernard B. Beal, a distinguished 

member of the business community. It be-
hooves us to pay tribute to this outstanding 
leader and hope my colleagues will join me in 
recognizing his impressive accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, Bernard B. Beal is Chief Exec-
utive Officer of M.R. Beal & Company, a na-
tionally recognized investment banking firm. 
Mr. Beal founded the minority-owned firm in 
1988 following a successful career in munic-
ipal and corporate finance at Shearson Leh-
man Hutton. The oldest continuously operating 
African-American investment bank in the 
United States, the firm offers investment bank-
ing, financial advisory and broker-dealer serv-
ices to municipalities, state governments and 
numerous corporations in the telecommuni-
cations, media, technology, energy and finan-
cial services industries. 

M.R. Beal & Company is headquartered in 
New York City, with offices in Sacramento, 
Chicago, Dallas, Baltimore, New Orleans and 
Washington, DC. Through the end of 2004, 
the firm has co-managed municipal financings 
exceeding $450 billion, senior-managed over 
$7 billion and has served as an underwriter in 
over 3,200 municipal transactions. For the 
past decade, M.R. Beal & Company has been 
ranked as one of the top twenty underwriters 
of municipal securities nationwide. In addition, 
the firm has consistently been a member of 
the Black Enterprise 100 List and was named 
BE’s Finance Company of the Year in June of 
2001. 

Mr. Beal serves on several boards. He is 
the Chairman of the A Better Chance Founda-
tion whose mission is to increase the number 
of well-educated minority youth capable of as-
suming positions of responsibility and leader-
ship in American society. Mr. Beal serves on 
the Municipal Executive Committee of the 
Bond Market Association and is a Trustee of 
the National Foundation for Affordable Hous-
ing. 

Mr. Beal has received numerous profes-
sional and civic awards. He has the distinction 
of being one of only three people listed on 
both the Black Enterprise list of the 25 Hottest 
Blacks on Wall Street in 1992 and the Top 50 
Blacks on Wall Street in 2003. 

A graduate of Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minnesota with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Economics, Mr. Beal also received a Masters 
of Business Administration with a concentra-
tion in Finance from the Stanford University 
School of Business. He was recently awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 
from the Sacred Heart University. 

Mr. Beal is married to Valerie Lancaster 
Beal and is the proud father of two children, 
Michael, a senior at Harvard University and 
Erica, a senior at Horace Mann High School. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Bernard B. Beal as he offers his tal-
ents and philanthropic services for the better-
ment of our local and national communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Bernard B. Beal’s selfless 
service has continuously demonstrated a level 
of altruistic dedication that makes him most 
worthy of our recognition today. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my thanks and appreciation 
to Ms. Samantha ‘‘Sam’’ Dixion for her exem-
plary public service as Westminster City Coun-
cilwoman for the past sixteen years. Her tire-
less efforts have made a positive difference in 
the lives of many people in Westminster and 
the surrounding communities. Although she is 
stepping down from the Westminster City 
Council, I know that she will continue to stay 
involved in important community matters. 

Ms. Dixion began serving on the West-
minster City Council in 1989 and has served 
as mayor pro tem twice, from 1995 to 1997 
and again from 2000 to 2002. In addition to 
serving on the City Council, she has been in-
volved in a variety of community boards and 
councils. Among these include the Economic 
Development and Private Industry Councils of 
both Adams and Jefferson Counties, Arvada 
High School’s Cooperative Occupational Edu-
cation Program, Westminster Community Artist 
Series, Colorado Municipal League’s Policy 
Committee, and the Westminster Human Serv-
ices Board. She is also a founding member of 
Front Range Foundation for Educational Ex-
cellence and Westminster DARE Foundation. 
She served as a council liaison to the city 
Human Services Board and the City’s rep-
resentative to the Adams County Economic 
Development Board, which she chaired in 
1997. 

Ms. Dixion’s passion for her community ex-
tends to important issues affecting the entire 
region, especially the cleanup and closure— 
and future use—of the former U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s (DOE) Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons production facility west of West-
minster. She has been an early and active 
voice on addressing the environmental issues 
at this site, and has been working with her col-
leagues in the surrounding communities to 
make sure the cleanup and closure of this site 
is thorough, safe and effective. The expertise 
she developed on this issue resulted in her 
being selected as the City’s primary liaison on 
Rocky Flats issues. In that capacity, she has 
been a member of the Rocky Flats Coalition of 
Local Governments (Coalition) since its cre-
ation and also served on many predecessor 
community oversight groups and committees. 

Her work at Rocky Flats lead to her selec-
tion as Chair of the Energy Communities Alli-
ance (Alliance) in 1999 after having served as 
vice-Chair from 1998 to 1999. The Alliance is 
composed of local governmental officials and 
others from across the country to advise DOE 
on the environmental aspects and other issues 
associated with nuclear weapons production 
facilities. Her work on the Alliance is a testa-
ment to her dedication to making sure that the 
public’s health and safety is protected around 
these facilities. 

Ms. Dixion also finds time to be a teacher- 
tutor with the Cooperative Occupational Edu-
cation Program at Arvada High School. Her 
commitment to quality education can be ob-
served through her participation in the Arvada 
Senior High School’s Drop-Out Program and 
the Jefferson County District 1 Judicial Review 
Committee where she is a past chair. 
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